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T he Nissan Patrol we’ve run as part of 
our fleet since December 2004 has 
become a familiar sight in TOR. It’s 
done a whole lot of laning, gaining one 

scar after another along the way. It’s had new 
bumpers, been through a couple of winches and 
seen more sets of tyres than we can remember.

But one thing that’s never changed is its 
suspension. We never wanted it to look as if you 
needed a tricked-up motor to do our roadbooks, 
so aside from those bumpers, mud-terrain 
rubber and a snorkel, this is the same truck that 
left the Nissan factory a decade ago.

Needless to say, the intervening years have 
given its suspension a hard time. When we 
finally decided to fit aftermarket suspension, the 
Patrol arrived at the workshop showing what 
turned out to be more than an inch of sag in the 
front springs. One of the shock pins was well 
bent, too. The time had definitely come.

The new suspension came from a company 
you might not yet have heard of, because it’s 
new to the UK. No, it’s not a cheapo brand from 
China. Quite the opposite: how does Australia’s 
biggest suspension supplier sound?

The company’s called Pedders, and it’s been 
around since the 1950s. It arrived in the UK a 

year ago, but back home it has a string of high-
street suspension stores, the equivalent of the 
fast-fit tyre and exhaust centres we have here. 
Make no mistake, this is a big operation.

Wisely, its British importer is concentrating 
on Japanese 4x4s. ‘We’ve taken the decision not 
to even get involved in Land Rovers,’ they told 
us. They’re also sticking to everyday suspension 
components – same-height replacements and 
lifts of no more than a couple of inches or so.

It’s the latter that went on to our Patrol. The 
kit Pedders fitted features its foam cell dampers, 
which are a top-of-the-range option and the 
only one they tend to keep in stock – for the 
simple reason that it’s the best by far but only 
about a tenner more than the others. Not that 
getting unstocked items is a big problem – they 
pledge to have anything in the UK within 14 
days of it being ordered.

Our truck’s new suspension also features 
Pedders’ heavy-duty coil springs, which are hot-
wound – making them much more sag-resistant 
than that cold-wound units. Overall, the height 
gain we were expecting was around 2”, and the 
shocks promised an extra 40mm of droop. 

Pedders says its closest rival in terms of 
quality is Old Man Emu, whose prices it tends 

to undercut a little. It makes a whole range of 
equipment, too, including bushes, trailing arms, 
drag links and adjustable panhard rods – much 
more than just springs and shocks. ‘Pretty much 
everything you want to raise one of these and 
correct everything afterwards,’ as they put it.

Fitting the kit on our Patrol, an immediate 
problem was that the links for the rear anti-
roll bar weren’t long enough to cope with the 
shocks’ extra droop. We’ve long since wondered 
whether the standard-fit switchable release on 
the bar actually works at all, so getting rid of 
it was an easy decision. To keep an element of 
front-to-rear balance, we opted to remove the 
front one, too.

Normally, Pedders would fit its castor bushes 
as part of this kit. This meant ordering the right 
bolts from Nissan, though, and they didn’t have 
any in stock. So at the time of writing, the truck 
was somewhat less than perfect in their eyes.

Which would give them very high standards. 
Because with the new suspension in place, even 
as it stands the Patrol’s ride and handling is 
excellent. There’s a little movement as the body 
sways more than it’s been able to before (this 
is more apparent at the back, ironically), but 
it feels tight, right and planted on the road in 
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corners – we certainly don’t see any evidence of 
castor issues. 

Its stance is hugely improved, too. The lift may 
indeed be 2”, but some measurements before 
and after revealed that it had gained half as 
much again thanks to the old springs settling 
during the course of their very hard life.

There’s space for substantially bigger tyres 
under the arches now; our instinct would be 33s, 
though with a more offset rim we reckon you’d 
get away with something taller still. Unlike some 
lifted vehicles, however, it still looks right on the 
265/75R16s it came on as standard, even with so 
much extra height above them.

We’d planned to take the truck laning on our 
favourite rocky axle-twisters so as to show you 
how much more articulation it’s got now. But 
then someone placed an order for snow, and by 
the time it melted we had the printers knocking 
at our door, so that’s going to have to wait for 
next month. Having a whole bunch of fun with 
a cool suspension kit like this is, after all, not 
something you want to go rushing.

1] How much lift are we going to get out of the 
Pedders suspension? The notional height of the 
new springs and shocks is +2”, but we suspect 
that if we’d put a tape measure to the Patrol 
back when it was new, it would have sat an inch 
or so higher than it does now, so a bigger gain is 
definitely on the cards

2] One of the great things about working on 
a new vehicle is that it’s all clean and tidy 
underneath, and everything comes undone 
really easily. One of the great things about 
working on our Patrol, on the other hand, is 
that it makes everything else about your job 
look better

3] Here, for example, you see the location of a 
castor bush – along with a certain amount of 
crusted-on cement. And a leaking swivel seal…

4] More crustiness. They say people come to 
resemble their dogs: well, the Patrol has come to 
resemble Alan Kidd. The hub area’s not glowing 
white hot, by the way, it’s just someone with a 
really good torch

5] When you see it like this, the original 
equipment shock looks ridiculously skinny. It’s 
held out through a lifetime of incredibly hard 
use, but just check out the photos overleaf and 
compare it to Pedders’ replacement unit

6] This is almost still the standard front end, 
but look for an anti-roll bar and you’ll see 
that there isn’t one. The links on the rear one 
weren’t long enough to work with the new 
suspension, so we opted to remove both

7] Off comes the brake pipe from the front axle 
prior to opening up the suspension for access by 
lowering it away from the vehicle

8] Doing this job yourself? Do it right. Spring 
compressors take the load off the shock before 
you remove it; in this case, ‘right’ means ‘safely’

9] Note the marks on the shock body, which 
took a lot of convincing to come out of its 
mount. The angle of the pin might give you an 
idea of what was stopping it…
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10] The new shocks are Pedders’ 9549LT  
foam-cell units. These are pretty new to the UK, 
but they’ve got a strong reputation back in Oz 
– where modded Patrols are a common sight

11] Old versus new; not a very fair fight. Note 
the greater thickness of the Pedders shock, as 
well as its extra length at rest. The fact that it 
doesn’t look like it’s been dredged up from the 
floor of a harbour has got to be a good thing, too

12] The difference between old and new springs 
is even more obvious. The longer Pedders unit 
is hot-wound and will resist sag. The different 
widths between the coils from top to bottom 
show that it’s of the progressive-rate variety

13] While it’s easy to laugh about the state 
the Patrol’s got into on our watch, you’ve got 
to applaud Nissan for the sheer heft they built 
into the vehicle. A bracket like this just to hold 
a diff breather pipe? Solid. The diff breathers 
themselves, however, needed to be extended to 
cover the greater distance of droop allowed by 
the new shocks

14] Is it our imagination, or are there actually 
things growing in the muck around the 
brake line bracket on the rear axle? It’s been 
disconnected here, prior to dropping the axle to 
fit the new suspension

15] Further evidence of the tough life the 
Patrol’s had comes from this front upper spring 
seat and bump stop, which has stopped more 
than its fair share of bumps

16, 17] And here it is with Pedders’ new front 
suspension in place. This is with no weight on 
the axle, obviously, so it doesn’t indicate the 
springs’ final resting position

18] Also manky and old was the original 
steering damper. The Pedders foam-cell unit 
which replaced it after this picture was taken is 
neither of those things
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19] Tucked away behind what looks worryingly 
like a landslide is the front radius arm retaining 
nut. This needs to removed when fitting 
Pedders’ 5802 castor-correction bushes

20, 21] The interesting thing here is the bush 
around the shock’s bottom mount. While an 
awful lot of manufacturers use polyurethane, 
Pedders’ philosophy is that a good quality 
rubber will last as well and allow much the 
suspension to articulate more freely

22] We mentioned anti-roll bars earlier, and 
here you can see the link for the unit on the rear 
axle. This has a manually disconnecting system 
on the Patrol, switched from the cab; we stopped 
trying to use it years ago and were more than 
happy to see it go

23] Like the front unit, the rear anti-roll bar 
was destined for an appointment with the skip

24] Rear axle hanging, ready for the old springs 
and shocks to be removed to make way for 
Pedders’ new ones

25] Pedders recommends that you fit extended 
brake lines when using shocks from its Long-
Travel range. Here, the pipes to the rear axle 
are ready to be disconnected

26] When changing the ride height on a vehicle 
with a brake adjusting valve, it needs to be set to 
retain the correct front to rear brake balance

27] With the rear spring and shock removed, 
their upper seat and mounting pin are ready to 
take the new Pedders units

28] With the new Pedders spring fitted, the axle 
is jacked up to help guide the shock into place. 
Having installed the new suspension, it became 
apparent that there was now too much droop 
for the length of the anti-roll bar drop links 
– making our mind up for us that the bar would 
have to be deleted

29] With the new suspension fitted, all that’s 
left is to reinstall the panhard rod – note the 
bracket in the top right of this picture
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